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WORLD  HOG  SLAUGHTER  TO  RISE 


Pork  production  in  \h  countries  in  will  be  around  5  percent  less  than 

the  record  \h  billion  pounds  produced  a  yesir  earlier,  a  current  survey 
of  slaiighter  prospects  in  important  countries  indicates.  Pork  production 
in  1965  is  likely  to  rise  3  to  5  percent  above  196^4-  but  may  not  reach 
the  1963  level.    Decreased  output  in  the  USSR,  the  United  States,  Belgium, 
France,  and  a  few  other  countries  in  196U  was  partially  offset  by  in- 
creased output  in  most  countries  of  Western  Europe,  South  America,  Canada, 
Japan,  the  Philippines,  and  New  Zealand. 


A  general  increase  in  hog  slaughter  is  expected  in  1965  with  the  United 
States  the  main  large  producing  country  expected  to  show  a  decline. 

Record  production  in  Western  Eurcjpe  may  cause  pork  surpluses  in  some 
European  countries  this  winter  and  spring.    Reduced  U.S.  exports  of  pork 
to  Canada  and  West  Europe  are  expected.    Increased  European  supplies  may 
release  larger  supplies  of  European  pork  products  for  export  to  the  United 
States,  mainly  as  canned  hams.    Large  European  production  will  tend  to 
reduce  U.S.  exports  of  variety  meats,  lard,  hog  grease,  and  tallow  to  that 
area. 


Hog  slaughter  in  33  countries  in  1964,  excluding  the  USSR,  is  expected  to 
total  about  252  million  head,  1  million  more  than  a  year  earlier,  but  an 
insignificant  percentage  change.    The  total  in  1965  is  forecast  at  3  per- 
cent above  196^*-.    Slaughter  in  Western  Europe  added  up  to  89.5  million  head 
in  1963,  but  is  expected  to  rise  to  91  million  in  196U  and  may  reach  97 
"l^ion  in  1965.    Slaughter  in  the  United  States  was  87.3  million  head  in 
1963  but  is  now  expected  to  decrease  to  about  85  million  in  196^4-  and  may  drop 
another  two  million  in  1965.    While  .the  kill  in  the  United  States  is  de- 
creasing, slaughter  in  Canada  is  increasing.    For  the  latter,  an  increase 
of  9  percent  is  expected  from  1963  to  196^4-  and  a  further  increase  of  3  per- 
cent is  in  prospect  for  1965. 


This  Circular  contains  more  complete  information  than  that  published  in 
World  Agricultural  Production  and  Trade,  October  1961f. 


Pork  production  in  principal  producing  areas  of  the  world, 
1956-60  average  and  I96I-63 


:  Billion  pounds  

North  America  :  12.5  12. 13.3  13*9 

South  America  :  1.7  1-9  2.0  2.0 

West  Europe  :  12.5  13.5  1^-3  1^-3 

East  Europe  :  ^.8  5.2  5-0  ^^.8 

USSR...  :  5.^  6.1  6.6  7.1 

Other  areas  :  1.7  1*9  2.2  2.1 


Total  M+  countries  ':      38.6  hl.h  h^.h  kh.2 


Slaughter  in  the  USSR  is  down  sharply  this  year  reflecting  the  sharp  re- 
duction in  numbers  on  farms  in  I963  and  the  feed  grain  shortages  from 
last  year's  small  crops.    Undoubtedly  farrowings  have  been  stepped  up  this 
year;  this  change  will  sharply  increase  slaughter  in  1965.    Hog  production 
is  increasing  materially  in  Commiinist  China  after  reaching  low  levels  in 
the  past  few  years.    Data  for  these  two  countries  are  not  included  in  the 
hog  slaughter  table  but  USSR  production  is  included  in  pork  production  in 
the  countries. 

Pork  production  in  1964  is  increasing  in  nearly  all  countries  of  Western 
Europe.    A  further  general  increase  is  expected  next  year.    The  European 
Common  Market  Commission  has  estimated  that  during  this  winter  and  spring 
there  will  be  a  surplus  of  around  500  million  pounds  of  pork  within  the 
Common  Market,  of  which  over  60  percent  will  be  in  Western  Germany.  Out- 
side the  Common  Market,  a  smaller  surplus  of  about  2kQ  million  pounds  is 
expected.    To  deal  with  the  pork  surplus,  the  EEC  may  authorize  member 
countries  to  offer  premiums  to  encourage  killing  hogs  at  lighter  weights. 
Italy  has  introduced  a  pork  stockpiling  program.    Danish  producers  have 
urged  the  imposition  of  quotas  on  pork  production  and  the  Netherlands 
Government  has  been  requested  to  restrict  imports  from  Eastern  Europe. 

European  beef  production  is  expected  to  continue  small  relative  to  un- 
usually strong  demand.    Small  supplies  of  beef  will  offer  considerable 
support  to  pork  prices.    Consumers  may  shift  temporarily  from  beef  to 
pork  in  contrast  to  the  trend  in  recent  years  to  switch  from  pork  to  beef. 

Canada's  hog  pop\ilation  on  September  1,  196^*-  was  5*9  million  head,  6  per- 
cent more  thsin  a  year  earlier.    Feumers  indicated  about  September  1  that 
fall  quarter  farrowings  would  be  up  as  much  as  16  percent  above  a  year 
earlier.    Since  the  drought  of  I96I,  Canadian  pork  production  has  been  rela- 
tively low  and  large  amounts  of  pork  have  been  imported  from  the  United 
States.    With  relatively  lower  prices  expected  in  Canada  next  year,  U.S. 
exports  to  that  country  are  almost  certain  to  decline. 


HOGS:    TotsLL  number  slaughtered  in  specified  countries,  average  1956-60,  annual  1961, 
1962  and  1963,  indicated  196k  and  forecast  1965 


Percent  change 
"1955      '  1965' 
of       •  of 


; Thousands ; Thousands  : Thousands  : Thousands  : Thousands : Thousands  :Percent  rPercent 
North  America:  ; 

Canada  ;       7,6lO        7,522  7,61*8         7,601          8,320        8,530        +9  +3 

Mexico  ;       3,019        3,042  3,2U6          3,376          3,500        3,600        +k  +3 

United  States  l/  ;      82,465       82,050  83,5^^3        87,252        85,000       83,000        -3  -2 


Total  :      93,091^       92,611+         91^,1+37         98,229         96,820       95,130         -1  -2 


South  America:  ; 

Argentina...*  :  2,308        2,393          1,995          1,870          2,250        2,500  +20  +11 

Brazil  2/  :  7,136        8,007          8,832          9,125          9,300        9,500  +2  +2 

Colombia  ;  1,056        1,183          1,192          1,172          l,l8o        l,l8o  +1 

Uruguay  :  260  298  306  227  230  230  +1  

Total  :  10,760      11,881        12,325        12,394        12,960      13,410  +5  +3 


Europe:  : 
Western  : 

Belgium  &  Luxembourg...:  2,654  2,898  3,208   .       2,880  2,340  2,450  -I9  +5 

France  ;  13,64o  13,170  l6,753  15,740  l4,68o  17,200  -7  +17 

Germany,  West  3/  I  19,6o4  22,320  23,289  22,997  23,850  25,100  +4  +5 

Italy  :  4,645  5,117  5,086  5,150  5,250  5,500  +2  +5 

Netherlands  :  4,262  4,706  4,865  5,120  5,120  5,l80   +1_ 

Total  EEC  :  44,805  48,211  53,201  51,887  51,240  55,430  -1  +8 

Austria  i  27920  3^252  37251  37370  37™  T^-  T2 

Denmark  ;  8,235  10,100  10,508  10,600  11,300  11,500  +7  +2 

Ireland  :  1,292  1,569  1,672  1,656  1,670  1,700  +1  +2 

Norway   681  828  842  805  830  890  +3  +7 

Portugal  :  1,056  1,099  l,06l  l,l64  l,l8o  1,200  +1  +2 

Spain  ;  2,6lO  2,678  2,676  3,403  3,800  4,l40  +12  +9 

Sweden  ;  2,982  2,976  3,201  2,996  3,o8o  3,300  +3  +7 

Switzerland  :  1,383  1,621  1,511  1,563  l,65o  1,850  +6  +12 

United  Kingdom  2/  :  10,356  10,728  12,079  12,204  12,800  13,100  +5  +2 


Total  Western  Europe  :  76,320  82,999  90,003  89,529  90,920  96,550  +2  +6 
Eeistem  : 

Czechoslovakia  2/  :  4,759  5,538  5,326 

Germany,  East  2/.  :  6,931  7,4lO       

Hungary  ;  4,373  4,000  5,000  —     

Poland  ;  11,996  l4,238  l4,26l  12,356 

Yugoslavia  :  5,329  6,95  9  6,135  6,108         6,800           —  +11 


Total  Eastern  Eur.4/.:      33,388       38,l45        36,622        34,634        3^,260       36,020        -1  +5 


Total  Europe  4/  :    109,708     121,144      126,625       124,163      125, 18O     132,570        +1  +6 

Africa:  ;  " 

So.  Africa,  Rep.  of....:  5/     968       5/  96l         1,005  991         1,000        l,04o        +1  +4 


Asia:  ; 

China,  Taiwan  :  2,100  2,352  2,557  2,555 

Japan  2/  :  2,870  3,948  6,247  5,389         6,000  —  +11 

Philippines  :  3,293  3,966  3,682  4,000  4,400  —  +10 


Total  4/  ':       8,263      10,266        12,486        11,944        12,900      12,970  +8 


Oceania:  ; 

Australia  :       1,964        2,347  2,572  2,310  2,200        2,400        -5  +9 

New  Zealand  6/  :  816  839  835  921  990        1,010        +7"  +2 


Total  :       2,780        3,186         3,407  3,231  3,190        3,4l0        -1  +7 


Total  specified  ; 

countries  4/  :    225,573     240,052       250,285       250,952       252,050     258,530        —  +3 

1/  Excludes  slaughter  in  Hawaii  and  Virgin  Islands.    2/  Conmiercial  slaughter.    3/  Includes  imported  ani- 
mals  for  slaughter.    4/  Includes  allowance  for  missing  data  for  countries  shown.    5/  Year  ending  June  30. 
6/  Year  ending  September  30, 

Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  other  foreign  source 
material,  reports  of  U.S.  Agriciiltural  Attaches  and  other  representatives  abroad,  results  of  office  research 
and  related  information. 
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U.S.  imports  of  canned  ham  and  shoulders  from  Denmark,  Netherlands,  and 
Poland  may  rise  reflecting  relatively  large  supplies  of  pork.    Denmark ' s 
hog  slaughter  is  forecast  at  11.3  million  head  in  196k,  or  about  10  per- 
cent above  last  yearns  record.    I965  slaughter  may  increase  even  more. 
Danish  exports  of  pork  to  its  most  important  market,  the  United  Kingdom, 
are  regulated  by  the  British  Bacon  Agreement.    Production  in  excess  of  the 
quota  must  be  sold  on  markets  outside  the  United  Kingdom.    The  Danish 
canning  industry  has  faced  serious  ccopetition  in  foreign  countries.  Prices 
which  the  industry  must  pay  for  raw  materials  have  increased  significantly 
axid  the  industry  has  not  been  able  to  increase  export  prices  correspond- 
ingly.   Production  of  canned  meats  has  been  held  down  and  exports  of  canned 
hams  and  luncheon  meat  have  been  relatively  small.    The  United  States  is 
the  No.  1  market  for  Danish  canned  hams,  receiving  about  90  percent  of 
Danish  exports. 

Meat  shortages  in  the  Netherlands  will  be  relieved  considerably  by  the  in- 
creased availabilities  of  pork  in  November -June.    A  substantial  shift  in 
consumption  from  beef  to  pork  is  expected.    Hog  slaughter  in  196k  as  a 
whole  may  total  about  the  same  a  year  earlier  and  a  slight  increase  next 
year  is  expected. 

Poland  reportedly  had  10  percent  more  hogs  in  June  196k  than  a  year  earlier, 
partly  as  a  resxilt  of  lower  slaughter  in  the  first  5  months  of  the  year. 
Breeding  sow  numbers  were  up  by  a  larger  percentage.    Polish  meat  supplies 
continue  relatively  small,  although  the  country  continues  to  export  pork 
under  its  managed  economy.    Poland's  escports  of  canned  and  cured  pork 
increased  from  ^1-3. 3  million  pounds  in  196I  to  51.5  million  in  1963*  On 
the  other  hand,  its  exports  of  fresh  and  frozen  pork  declined  sharply  from 
71.2  million  pounds  in  I96I  to  23.9  million  in  I963. 

Feed  grain  supplies  in  Yugoslavia  this  year  are  expected  to  be  the  largest 
of  record.    Producers*  prices  for  hogs  have  been  increased  two  times  this 
year  and  the  total  increase  has  been  about  25  percent.    Therefore,  fgirrow- 
ings  next  year  are  expected  to  be  up  sharply  and  increased  marketings  are 
expected.    Increased  prices  to  consumers  are  reducing  dcmestic  pork  pro- 
duction and  increasing  availabilities  for  export.    Total  exports  of  pork 
in  I96U  are  estimated  at  about  100  million  pounds  or  I6  percent  over  I963. 

Pork  supplies  are  expected  to  be  large  enough  in  Japan  during  the  remainder 
of  1964  that  no  pork  will  be  imported.    A  year  ago,  pork  prices  were  un- 
usually high  and  relatively  large  amounts  of  pork  were  imported  from  the 
United  States.    Even  though  a  sharp  increase  in  slaughter  is  expected, 
government  officials  doubt  that  there  will  be  a  sharp  decline  in  wholesale 
prices.    The  196^4-  spring  pig  crop  is  now  being  marketed.    Generally  farmers 
hold  their  hogs  until  October  or  November  when  d^and  for  pork  increases 
sharply.    The  government  is  actively  interested  in  establishing  a  more 
efficient  livestock  industry  and  hogs  play  an  important  role  in  the  govern- 
ment's program.    Pork  prices  continue  to  be  supported  by  a  quasi -governmenteLl 
organization. 
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French  pork  production  in  late  winter  and  early  spring  reached  its  cyclical 
low.    Inspected  production  in  the  first  half  of  196^  was  7  percent  less 
than  a  year  earlier.    France  will  thus  offer  a  less  attractive  market 
for  pork  products  than  last  year  when  it  imported  pork  from  the  United 
States,    France  usually  exports  pork  during  peak  periods  of  the  produc- 
tion cycle.    In  early  19^^,  African  Swine  Fever  spread  from  Spain  into 
Southern  France.    It  is  now  doubtful  if  France  can  hope  to  market  any 
eventual  surpluses  of  pork  in  its  normal  European  outlets  until  this  di- 
sease is  eliminated.    The  price  stabilization  agency  stands  ready  to  buy 
pork  to  support  prices  to  producers. 

Hog  numbers  in  Italy  increased  by  roughly  600,000  head  during  1963,  or 
13  percent.    The  increase  occurred  largely  because  of  rising  hog  prices 
and  large  feed  grain  supplies.    Hog  prices  reached  a  peak  earlier  in  the 
year  but  dropped  off  sharply  during  the  spring.    In  view  of  the  large  in- 
crease in  slaughter  in  196^  and  the  high  level  of  slaughter  in  the  country, 
only  a  moderate  increase  is  expected  in  1965- 

The  number  of  hogs  on  farms  in  Belgium  May  13,  196^,  was  down  about  1  per- 
cent from  a  year  earlier,  indicating  little  change  from  a  year  earlier  in 
slaughter  during  the  remainder  of  196k  and  early  1965.    However,  May  15 
sow  numbers  were  up  9  percent  from  a  year  earlier,  indicating  an  increase 
in  farrowings  beginning  in  early  19^5 • 

West  German  pork  production  in  the  first  heilf  of  196^  was  about  the  same 
as  a  year  earlier.  The  decline  in  pork  production  was  halted  during  the 
second  quarter. 

Hog  slaughter  in  Sweden  is  expected  to  rise  slightly  in  196^.    A  larger 
increase  is  expected  in  I965.    The  niimber  of  sows  bred  in  August  1964 
was  5  percent  greater  than  a  year  earlier. 

Hog  production  and  slaughter  is  continuing  to  rise  in  the  United  Kingdom 
with  favorable  hog  prices  and  ample  feed  supplies.    There  were  an  esti- 
mated 6.3  million  hogs  on  farms  in  England  and  Wales  in  September  1964, 
7  percent  more  than  a  year  earlier.    There  were  759>000  breeding  sows  on 
hand  in  September  1964,  compared  with  716,000  a  year  earlier. 

Larger  production  of  lard  in  Continental  Europe  will  permit  larger  exports 
to  the  United  Kingdom  in  1964  and  1965,  as  other  markets  axe  not  likely 
to  absorb  the  surplus  output.    The  United  States  significantly  increased 
lard  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  1964,  and  imports  from  the  United 
States  have  supplied  over  90  percent  of  the  import  requirements.  Larger 
lard  production  in  the  United  Kingdom  will  also  tend  to  reduce  amounts 
required  from  foreign  countries. 

Larger  lard  and  hog  grease  production  in  Eastern  and  Western  Europe  and 
the  USSR  will  tend  to  reduce  U.S.  exports  of  tallows  and  greases  to  that 
area,    U.S.  exports  have  been  booming  in  1964  because  of  reduced  produc- 
tion of  beef  tallow,  strong  demand  by  industrial  users  (except  soapmakers) 
and  increasing  use  in  animeil  and  poultry  feed. 
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With  large  supplies  in  most  exporting  and  importing  countries,  hog  prices 
in  Europe  have  fallen  from  the  high  levels  prevailing  at  the  beginning 
of  196k,    Since  April  1,  EEC  import  levies  on  hogs  and  pork  have  been  in- 
creased appreciably  after  being  reduced  during  the  preceding  k  months.  Dur- 
ing the  first  h  months  of  196k,  the  United  States  was  able  to  export  car- 
cass pork  products  to  France  and  other  European  countries  for  the  first 
time  in  a  number  of  years. 
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